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formally handed over to the Church to be devoted to the
cause of the Holy Land. A secret agreement was, however,
drawn up at the same time, and by it Philip was given
almost absolute control over the administration of the
Temple properties. It was as impossible for Philip openly
to act as the custodian of the Templars as of their possessions,
so a second little comedy was enacted. The Templars were
accused heretics and as such must be under the care of the
Church. The transfer was duly made, but on the ground
that the Church could not lodge so many prisoners, the
Templars were housed in Philip's prisons, attended by
Philip's gaolers and under the surveillance of Philip's
ministers!
Having gained these concessions, Philip withdrew his
soldiers from Avignon at the end of June. A few weeks
later there arrived at Poitiers another contingent of French
troops. They came as a guard, not for a king, but for
seventy-two broken and despairing prisoners. Clement had
asked that a number of Templars should be brought before
him, and from the prisons of Paris Philip had chosen seventy-
two brethren who had already confessed to some of the
crimes. Great care had been taken to select Templars who
would repeat their avowals, and almost all of them reiterated
at Poitiers that on their entry into the Temple they had
denied Christ and been told to spit on a crucifix. The farce
lasted three days. On the fourth day, the guilty depositions
of the Templars were read before the Pope in the presence
of an assembly of clergy, lords and commoners. The
brethren who had confessed attended this consistory, but the
few who had protested their innocence were excluded and
their statements were suppressed.
Jacques de Molay, the Grand Master, Hugh de Payraud,
the Visitor of France, Geoffrey de Charnay, the Preceptor
of Normandy, Geoffrey de Gonaville, the Preceptor of
Aquitaine, and the Preceptor of Cyprus had also been taken